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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98, 1 am submitting a completed "INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" (Form PTO/SB/08A) with patents and/or 
publications as delineated therein attached. 

DE 198 59 980 discloses a machine and the machine has a door and a control panel 
with at least one internal component (14) and at least one externally operable and/or visible 
component (12,13). The internal component(s) is arranged so that the externally visible 
component (13) can be viewed from several levels of the housing without altering the 
arrangement of the internal component and the externally operable component (12) remains 
fixed in the arrangement. 

DE 200 14 556 discloses an outer handle for a door comprised of a hollow body in 
which various switches, actuators, receivers, and light sources are disposed and having a 
connector via which data and electrical power can be conducted. 

DE 38 34 618 discloses a device for indicating the set programme by means of a 
handle in domestic appliances, such as washing machines, dryers, dishwashers, electric ovens 
or the like, in which the programme is applied annularly on a conical disc and the set 
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programme can be seen through an inspection glass by looking at a section of the cone 
envelope. In appliances of this type, the set programme can be seen only with difficulty, for 
the section to be seen is located on the surface of the cone envelope, on top as seen by the 
operator, so that, if the cover plate projects somewhat, vision is impeded. To avoid this 
disadvantage, therefore, it is proposed that the cone-envelope surface of the disc (4) be an 
inner cone (8). As a result of this measure proposed according to the invention , the labelling 
can be set lower, so that the characters applied on the disc can be seen better by the operator 
through the inspection glass. 

DE 198 59 976 discloses a machine having a control panel with at least one internal 
component (14) and at least one externally operable and/or visible component (12,13). For 
machines with open control panels at a defined level of the machine an aperture body (11") 
accommodates the externally visible and/or operable component(s). The internal 
component(s) is arranged so that the externally operable components can be viewed from 
several levels of the housing without altering the arrangement of the internal component. 
Transfers between the internal and external components take place only via transfer elements 
at the aperture body. 

DE 198 31 850 discloses an operating element having a first part (17) made of an 
electrically nonconductive material which can be brought into contact with the program 
selection switch (15), and fitted with an electrically conductive part with a surface which is 
contacted by the user, provided by a nonconductive body with an electrically conductive 
surface coating. 

DE 198 02 865 discloses several switch positions (10) for different program settings. 
They are arranged in order of declining selection frequency or rising energy consumption, 
starting from the 'off position. 

DE 196 51 821 discloses that a laundry treatment machine or a dishwasher has an 
operating field (1) which carries operating elements (2,8,9,10,1 1) for setting programs and 
auxiliary functions, and display elements (6,7,12,13,14) for displaying program data or 
auxiliary data. The operating and display elements are connected with a microprocessor 
control (26), and the invention features other operating and/or display elements (15,16) which 
are not directly connected with the control (26). A housing (24) is located behind the visible 
part of the operating field (1) and all the operating or display elements (2,8,9,10,1 1, 
6,7,12,13,14) connected to the microprocessor control (26) are located on or in the housing. 
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DE 100 56 498 discloses a domestic appliance (1) having a sound source (6) e.g. a 
radio receiver for production of sound. The sound source has facilities for determining the 
noises produced by the domestic appliance, which are introduced in such a manner. That the 
second source controls the sound produced relative to the type of the sound or its loudness 
depending on the determining of the noises produced by the domestic appliance. 

EP 1 151 717 discloses a dishwasher having a pivotable door with visual operating 
indicator on its upper end with light sources covered by work top when door is closed. Light 
from covered display is brought to front of machine by a light conductor in gap between door 
and panel. Light conductor is connected to vapor protection element fixed to the underside of 
the panel or attached to a separate frame part fixed to the panel. The dishwasher has a 
pivotable door (2) with a visual operating indicator on its upper end with one or more light 
sources (24) covered by a work top (5) above the machine when the door is closed. The light 
from the covered display is brought to the front of the machine by a light conductor (13) in 
the gap above the door and the underside of the panel. The light conductor is connected to a 
vapor protection element fixed to the underside of the panel or is attached to a separate frame 
part mounted on the underside of the panel. 

EP 0 396 915 discloses household appliances, such as laundry-treatment and dish- 
washing machines, with a programme input device, in which a selectable main programme 
can be set by means of a rotary selector switch and further additional functions by means of 
pushbutton switches, and with a microcomputer control, by means of which the programme 
execution of the machine is controlled, the user is to be offered a simple method and 
arrangement for programme input and programme control. For this, the pushbutton switches 
(4) are designed as non-locking switches, the input commands of which are stored in a non- 
volatile memory, so that, in the event of a restart, the programme already individually selected 
is executed automatically. 

EP 0 691 100 discloses a household appliance of the built-in type, in particular a 
dishwashing machine, comprises a cabinet (6) and a frontal door (7), where on an edge (10) of 
the door (7) at least one luminous signalling device (12) is provided, in particular a spy-light, 
indicating a determined operational condition of the appliance (15), said luminous signalling 
device (12) resulting, with the door (7) closed, hidden and protected by surface (9, 4) 
extending substantially parallel to the edge (10) of the door (7) in which said luminous 
signalling device (12) is provided; the main characteristic of the described appliance consists 
in that means (16) are provided for transferring the light emitted from the luminous signalling 
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device (12) towards the front of the door (7), so as to allow the control of the operational 
condition of the appliance (15) without having to open the door. 

WO 97/26486 discloses that controls for ovens and cooking ranges fitted into the 
handle for the door of an oven, e.g. by providing rotary controls at the extremities of a rod- 
shaped handle or by push-actuators along the rod. The electrical contact is made by means of 
a cable through the hinges or by multipoint connectors which are only active when the door is 
closed which provides additional safety features. In the latter case, the entire door may be 
removed without the need for separation of the electrical circuit. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned within the "INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" 
is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents and/or publications, 
it is because no existing translation is readily available to the Applicants. As per the Notice in 
1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any above-mentioned US patents and US patent 
application publications are submitted for this application which was filed after June 30, 2003. 

Respectfully submitted 

Russell W. Warnock 
Registration No. 32,860 
June 20, 2005 

BSH Home Appliances Corp. 
100 Bosch Blvd 
New Bern, NC 28562 
Phone: 252-672-7927 
Fax: 714-845-2807 
russ . warnock@bshg.com 
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